King probe 
was flawed, 
panel says 
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.VASHINGTON — The staff of the House Assassina- 
tions Committee yesterday charged that the FBI in in- 
vestigating the murder of Martin Luther King Jr. failed 
to check out a possible conspiracy by James Earl Ray’s 
family. 

Chief Counsel G. Robert Blakey said the agency I 
brushed off reports that one of the convicted assassin’s 
brothers might have been the mysterious “Raoul” 
blamed by Ray for the crime. 

“ . . . the evidence indicates that the performance of 
the FBI, as well as the Justice Department, was flawed,” 
Blakey said. He said a bitter feud between the men who 
headed the FBI and Justice Department at the time — J. 
Edgar Hoover and Ramsey Clark — may have been re- 
sponsible for the inadequate investigation. 

But a 106-page study by the committee staff reported 
“no evidence that these specific deficiencies” were 
caused by Hoover’s “well-documented hatred” for King. 
The committee chairman said, however, the panel must 
decide whether the FBI’s campaign to discredit King 
contributed to his death by creating a climate that madp 
murder possible. 

“Should the FBI bear' some responsibility for the 
death of Dr. Martin Luther King?” Rep. Louis Stokes (D- 
Ohio) asked. “We have no clear cut guides available. Yet 
we must decide.” 

The committee appeared to be convinced that Ray 
pulled the trigger of the rifle that fired the fatal bullet 
into King in Memphis on April 4, 1968. But the panel, 
which is expected to wind up its two-year, $5-million in- 
vestigations next month, is still trying to unravel an as- 
sortment of King conspiracy theories. 

Ray is serving a 99-year sentence in Brushv Moun- 
tain State Prison in Tennessee for the murder. ’ 

Blakey said the FBI carried out a thorough investi- 
gation in tracing Ray’s movements while he was a fugi- 
tive, but seemed to lose interest in the case once he was 
caught. He questioned the FBI’s response “to substantial 
evidence of contacts between Ray and his brothers, Jerry 
and John, at various times between his escape from pris- 
on and the assassination.” 



